Pseudocode: Steps
for Everyday Routines

In this activity, you will learn about pseudocode. Pseudocode helps you plan out the
steps for a task. You will write pseudocode for getting ready for school. This will help
you break down a task into smaller, simpler steps.

Here are some words you'll learn about in this activity:

e Pseudocode: A simple way to write out the steps for a computer program using
plain words. For example, writing "Go to school” instead of computer code.

e Algorithm: A list of steps that tell you how to do something. Like a recipe for baking
cookies.

e Routine: Something you do the same way every day. Like brushing your teeth or
getting dressed.

Tips for Writing Pseudocode

Start with the big goal, then break it into smaller steps. Use simple words.
Write the steps in order.

Read the following text carefully. You will use it to complete the tasks that follow.

What Is Pseudocode?

Imagine you want to tell a friend how to make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. You
could just say, "Make a sandwich!" But that's not very helpful. Instead, you could give
them step-by-step instructions. These instructions are like pseudocode.

Pseudocode is a way to write out the steps for a task. It uses simple words, not
computer code. It helps you plan out how to solve a problem. It is used by many people
in technology to design programs before they write the real code. It's like planning a trip
before your drive.

For example, here's pseudocode for making a sandwich:

Each line is a simple step. The computer (or your friend) can follow these steps to make
a sandwich. It's easy to understand. You can use pseudocode for many things, like



brushing your teeth or getting ready for school.

With a clear view of what pseudocode is, complete the table below to connect the key
ideas and show why they matter.

Key Concept Your Understanding Why is this important?

Pseudocode

Algorithm

Routine

With what you've learned from the text, answer the questions below.

Write pseudocode for brushing your
teeth.



Write pseudocode for making a paper
airplane.

Write pseudocode for getting ready
for school.



Now that you know about pseudocode, create your own pseudocode to show your
understanding.

Write pseudocode for a simple task, like making a purchase.

How did writing pseudocode help you understand the steps in your task?



How can pseudocode help you in other subjects, like math or science?

Why is it important to break down big tasks into smaller steps?



